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of sovereignty over Cuba were contained in the following articles of
the treaty.
Art. 1. Spain relinquishes all sovereignty over and title to Cuba. And
as the island is, upon its evacuation by Spain, to be occupied by the
United States, the United States will, so long as such occupation"shall
last, assume and discharge the obligations that may under international
law result from the fact of its occupation, for the protection of life and
property.
Art. 16. It is understood that any obligations assumed in this treaty
by the United States with respect to Cuba are limited to the time of its
occupancy thereof; but it will upon the termination of such occupancy
advise any Government established in the island to assume the same
obligations.1
The United States occupation of Cuba lasted from the 1st January,
1899, to the 20th May, 1902. General Brooke, the first Military
Governor, and his successor, General Wood, undertook with great
energy the 'pacification5 of the island, including not only famine
relief and the re-establishment of law and order but also the develop-
ment of education and the creation of health services. One important
result of their activities was that the cause of yellow fever was
discovered and the disease stamped out in the island.
Meanwhile a Convention had been elected to draw up a Constitu-
tion and to make proposals regarding future relations with the United
States. The Government of the latter country, though it had dis-
claimed any wish to exercise sovereignty over Cuba, nevertheless
desired to safeguard its special interests. These "safeguards were first
formulated in an amendment proposed by Senator Platt to the Army
Appropriations Bill which passed the Senate on the 27th February,
1901, and the House on the 1st March. The following are the more
important clauses of this amendment :2
(1)  That the Government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty
or other compact with any foreign power or powers which will impair or
tend to impair the independence of Cuba, nor in any manner authorize
or permit any foreign power or powers to obtain by colonization, or for
military or naval purposes or otherwise, lodgment in or control over
any portion of the Island.
(2)  That [the] said Government shall not assume or contract any
public debt, to pay the interest upon which, and to make reasonable
sinking fund provision for the ultimate discharge of which, the ordinary
1  See United States: Senate:  Treaties, Conventions, &e.f 1776-1909, pp.
1691, 1695.
2  U.S. Bureau of Insular Affairs: Acts of Congress . . . relating to non-con-
tiguous territory and Cuba (Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office,
1907), pp. 254-61.